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Objective of the Protocol on PRTR  

The PRTR Protocol’s main objective is to enhance public access to information 
about pollutants releases and transfers.  

In their simplest form, PRTR data can be made available to the public as 
reported (OECD, 2005). 

How PRTR data are presented and disseminated, and to what extent, can 
affect how valuable and useful they are (OECD, 2001).  

 



Making PRTR information accessible and user-friendly 

According to article 4, subsection (h), the design of the register, and therefore, 
the website, should be user-friendly and ensure accessibility.  

Accessibility is a broad term that implies not only physical access to the 
information but also presentation of that information in a form that is easy to 
use and understand.  

Accessibility entails that the register (as an electronic database) is easy to find; 
that the public can easily locate specific information they are interested in 
within the register; and that such information is presented in a way that is 
comprehensible. 

The user-friendliest formats are probably interactive electronic maps or 
geographic information systems (GIS). 



PRTR – Putting data into context  

Dissemination and presentation of data are an integral part of the PRTR process. 

No one approach serves all purposes. 

Providing data in different forms for different audiences. Different targeted 
groups have different needs. 

It is neccessary to provide PRTR data in different form (individual, aggregated, 
maps, graphs, GIS). 

Strong need for additional information (about pollutants, about register, about 
international context of PRTR, about health impact). 

Analysis of different sources of data (economic, social, statistical etc.).  



The dissemination of Pollutant Release and 
Transfer Register data is a powerful tool for 

communicating information about the 
environment (OECD, 2001).  

 
How to communicate, disseminate and 

present environmental information? 
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